

“When will the Old Wilsonians’ website be functioning again?” 
“In a couple of weeks”,  is a conversation I have been having with Alex Forbes for the last eighteen months or so and on November 17th 2016 the  following proud announcement was made: 
‘We are excited to present our all new website, providing a platform to evolve our club news, events, fixtures, results, photos and more; all delivered through a newly mobile and tablet friendly website.’
	So many thanks to Alex Forbes and Mike Wedge for the work they have undertaken to make this possible. Good things are always worth waiting for and although a few tweaks are needed before it us fully functional, I have no doubt that it will now go from strength to strength, and I encourage all of you to provide them with the  information needed to see it grow properly and keep all Old Wilsonians up to date concerning the news of our great club. 
	But what has happened to our regular fix of “Pikey’s Progress”, I hear nobody cry. It has not appeared since the explanation of Club Force,  and that was in April – time to think about the next great adventure, I feel. Well, I’m back and, hopefully, this feature will again become a regular addition to the website
	So what has been happening to the Old Wilsonians in the last eight months or so? 
	All of our subsidiary Clubs go from strength to strength, as the reports at the AGM in December so graphically illustrated, and all are in reliable and committed hands, and thanks to all of the officers concerned for their continued hard work
	Doug Forbes has started the second of his two year term as our President, a job which is becoming more and more challenging as the club gets bigger and bigger,  and particularly so for a man who has an equally challenging full-time job and a family. Doug will need the help and support of all of us, so please assist him in any way you can.
	We are lucky in that we have a number of retired members who continue to work tirelessly for us, none more so than our Life President, Ian Forbes  -  have already mentioned three members of the Forbes family – never better illustrated than in his master-minding of OWLS (Old Wilsonians’ Lunches), the regular monthly “must attend” for those no longer involved in the daily commute
	We have a fine selection of cooks and bar tenders, but additional volunteers are always welcome, so please answer Ian’s call for assistance 
	Ian has also organised the ‘Richard McAlister Memorial Day’ for Saturday March 4th for all Vice Presidents and friends of the Football Club, a chance to catch up with  former team mates, remember ‘Mac’,  pay homage to him and remember all that he did,  not only for the Football Club,  but for the Old Wilsonians per se.  
	Another monthly event sees our gardening group tending to the horticultural needs of the club and  thereby making the ambience that much better for all who enter the ground, although  things may change in the not too distant future when our respective electronic tags are removed upon the completion of our respective community service! 
	The football season has reached the half-way stage, its junior section goes from strength to strength, the cricket club are preparing for the 2017season - Winter Nets begin in  January  -  the Tennis Club play all the year round, irrespective of the weather, as, indeed, do the Squash and Racket Ball section, although playing indoors does help, and the Netball Club continues to establish itself and is now an important part of Old Wilsonian life 
	Our bar staff, as ever,  perform admirably as the takings rocket – over £11, 000 was taken during Cricket week, for example, with the overall turnover approaching £150,000 on an annual basis
	With growth comes additional problems and responsibilities and  I would like to draw your attention in particular to the car park, which has become full to overflowing as the consequence of so many more people using the club.  Contingency plans are being put in place, but please act responsibly, park properly and, even more importantly, develop the habit of a car sharing system - there is little sense in a large vehicle arriving with just the drive as its sole occupant. 
	Sad to report that, since my last column, we have seen the passing of two OWA Presidents of the club, namely Bryan Watts and Ted Knevett, whose individual and combined contributions to our cause had been immense, and their passing will make the 
annual meeting of former Presidents on January 27th  particularly poignant 
	There is no doubt that I will be returning to many of the above issues in future editions of PP –  the prime content of this column is to feature the club – but what has been happening in the wider world since my last contribution?
	We have had Brexit, a new (un-elected) Prime Minister, a new, albeit the same, (elected) leader of the opposition and are about to see the ‘coronation’ of a President of the United States who is racist, sexist, mocks the disabled, is supported by the ku klux klan and Nigel Farage,  denies climate change and has his finger on the nuclear button, even more disturbing when you consider the fact  that he fronted the American version of ‘The Apprentice’ when he was in the habit of proclaiming “Your fired” 
	Mick Jagger has become a father for the eighth time, Bob Dylan, quite rightly, has won the Nobel prize for literature and Leonard Cohen, even a greater man of words, has died , whilst Palace sacked  their manager just before  Christmas, they usually wait until Boxing Day
	Having re-read this piece  it seems to have been a somewhat serious article, which is all very well – the Association is now a Business with a vast turnover and must therefore be taken seriously if it is not only to succeed but continue to flourish, which we all certainly hope will be the case 
	However, when Jim Lloyd first asked me to write this column it was on the under-standing that it would be primarily light-hearted; at least, I think that was his understanding! 
	My next effort will, therefore,  attempt to be so,  starting perhaps with the January OWLs, where my duties as bar man are always the source of much amusement,  and I will also reveal Doug Stanley’s secret as to how he always manages to be the first to reach the cheese board 
	
